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This week, seven 8th grade students completed their final floor mosaic as 

part of their legacy project for BCMS. The group designed a pond with 

seven koi fish which in Japanese culture represent the characteristics of 

Good fortune, Success, Prosperity, Longevity, Courage, Ambition, and 

Perseverance. The mosaic is installed in the cafeteria and is the fourth 

mosaic this team has assembled this year for the school.  

 

Thank you to the BEF for their grant, as well as BCMS Administration and 

BTSD Buildings & Grounds for their assistance and support of this student 

run project. 

 

You can read more about Legacy Projects here.  

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/branchburg.k12.nj.us/4151/enrichment-opportunities/legacy_projects/floor_mosaic


NJ Distinguished Clinical Intern and Cooperating Teacher Awards 

 

 

Mrs. Monetti was happy to be the Cooperating Teacher for Ellen Bacon, a 

student at Seton Hall University, as she completed her Clinical Internship 

(Student Teaching). This week, Ellen and Mrs. Monetti were awarded with 

2017 New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern and Cooperating Teacher 

Awards, respectively. The ceremony was held at Rider University and the 

awards were given by the State of New Jersey's Department of Education, 

to only 67 Clinical Interns and their Cooperating Teachers from across the 

state.  

 

The evening began with delicious refreshments.  When the ceremony 

started, a warm welcome was given by Sharon Sherman, Dean of the 

School of Education of Rider University. This was followed by 

congratulatory remarks by Kimberley Harrington, Acting Commissioner of 

Education for the New Jersey State Department of Education; then an 

inspiring keynote address was given by Argine Safari, the 2016 - 2017 New 

Jersey State Teacher of the Year. 

  

It was truly a lovely evening with many of the interns' family members in 

attendance, including Ellen's mom and her brother, BCMS 6th grade 

student, Joe Migliore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

On behalf of the Meghan Rose Bradley Foundation, I want to extend my 

gratitude for the remarkable fundraising conducted at BCMS for the 

Meghan Rose Bradley Day held on March 10, 2017. In just one week with a 

collective effort from those participating in the event, you gave us a 

check for nearly $700.00. If that was not enough, on April 27th, your 

teachers and students handcrafted approximately 200 blankets for our 

team to bring to children battling pediatric brain cancer. That is 

fabulous! We have provided Columbia University with over $340,000 

towards research funds for pediatric brain cancer. In addition to that, we 

have assisted them in obtaining a multimillion dollar grant for clinical 

trials and again we have provided thousands of dollars for scholarships 

and awards, as well as, provide a service to the community by educating 

the public about this insidious disease. This could not have happened 

without BCMS. Awesome! 

 

I want to thank all of you, including, the Student Council and the Student 

Body for all of their hard work and dedication. Branchburg Central Middle 

School is an amazing community and there is no other place like it. 

I look forward to our continued partnership, so that we will make a 

difference in children’s lives. Together, we will win this fight against 

pediatric brain cancer and give children a chance for a brighter 

tomorrow. Thank you for being part of our cause and remember we have 

a special “Angel” smiling upon us: and her name is Meghan Rose! Thank 

you. 

 

With gratitude, 

  

Ileen F. Bradley 

President 

 

 



Flag Day Contest 

 

Congratulations to Jonathan for taking first place in the Digital 

Arts category in the Somerville Flag Day Contest at the Flag Day 

Festival! 

 

 
 

#sixwordmemoirs 

 

This fall, writers from BCMS will be featured in the new book from 

#sixwordmemoirs available wherever books are sold. Students were 

selected by their peers to be submitted to #sixwords about a variety of 

topics this year through Twitter including, #sixwordtransitions, #FOTB 

and #Characterinsix. It takes focus, precision and thought to say it in six! 

 



National History Day 

 

Congratulations to Rachel Kaniuk for representing the state of New 

Jersey at National History Day in College Park Maryland. She is our first 

BCMS student to go to nationals and with a little hard work, not the last! 

Next year's theme is "Conflict and Compromise in History" and students 

can compete in 9 different categories including documentary, 

performance, display, website and paper in either individual or group 

formats. #BravoBburg 

 

 
 

 
 



Board Games  

 

In Mr. Martin’s 6th grade Language Arts classes, students have been 

creating their own board games based on their book club groups. 

    

          
 

      

 

       
 

 

 



8
th

 Grade Social Studies 

 

8th grade students in Mrs. Monetti's & Mr. Simko's Social Studies classes 

created Civil War treasure chests which they filled with primary & 

secondary documents, stereoscopic images (3D), and journal entries all 

dealing with various topics from the Civil War such as the Lincoln 

assassination.  Students created secret questions about their documents 

and exchanged their treasure boxes with fellow classmates who then had 

to read and interpret the Civil War documents in order to find the 

answers.  It was an activity that allowed students to interact with 

historical documents. 

 

    
 

    
 

    
 



 

 

 

 

Bobby Wright coached the Boys Baseball team to the 

championship!! 

 

 Here they are with the trophy they earned!! 

 

CJJSSA DIVISION AND PLAYOFF CHAMPIONS. Overall 14-2 record  

 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Olympian “Heroes of the Holocaust” projects on display in the 

Media Center! 

 

    

 

   
 

     
 

 



 
 

 

 



Natural Selection 

 

Today in 6th grade science, students were modeling the process of 

natural selection.  Classes were "transported" to the Galapagos Islands 

where each student was a different species of finch with a variety of bird 

beaks.  The task was to collect as much food (seeds) as they could.  Birds 

that didn't get enough food didn't survive and could not pass on their 

traits.  The birds that did get enough food did survive and did pass on 

their traits.  As we continued this process natural selection took place 

and evolution was witnessed. 

 

 
 



CONGRATULATIONS TO BCMS’ 

SUPER TEACHER OF THE MONTH:    

Dr. Finkenaur!  

 
 

 



 

Pictures from the 7th Grade Renaissance Fair! 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eighth Grade Science Balloon Race Car Design and 3D Printing 

 

Eighth grade students in Dr. Finkenaur's and Ms. Bernet's science classes 

have the option to use 3D CAD (Computer Assisted Design) to create a 

part for their balloon race car project. Students learned about 3D CAD 

design last year in Encore with Mr. Spork and are using those skills to 

customize their race cars with either the Inventor program or 

tinkercad.com online.  

 

Design questions teams have been thinking about include -- Does it need 

to be this size? Does it need to be this density? Does it need to be this 

thickness? Does it need to be solid? What other shapes could we use? 

What is scale? How can we improve this part? 

 

Students then finalize their design, choose their print color and submit 

via electronic form for 3D printing.  

 

See a clip of one design being printed here: 

https://youtu.be/yIxA3f1wNUc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tinkercad.com/
https://youtu.be/yIxA3f1wNUc


 

 

 
 

8th Grade Be-A-Buddy students participated in a 5-week research study 

with Harvard’s Graduate School of Education!  

  

The goal of the Instructional Strategies Promoting Empathy research 

project is to understand: 

 

 •What types of empathy strategies are most appealing for use by 

teachers? 

 

 •What types of empathy strategies are most effective for use with 

students?  

 

An Introduction to Empathy and Why It Matters:  

 

Empathy is the ability to understand and share in the feelings of another 

person. Empathy is an important component of social behavior. Learning 

how to develop students’ social-emotional skills, including a deeper 

understanding of strategies that may promote empathy among young 

people, is of special interest to educators, parents, and organizations 

that work with youth.  Some ways in which empathy can be addressed is 

through intentionally building strong communities, productively engaging 

with others through disagreement, understanding and confronting 

stereotypes, and broadening social circles to gain an exposure to and 

appreciation for differences. 

 

 

 

 



 
DANCE ASSEMBLY 

Good Morning Mrs. Updegrove, Mr. Kupcha, Ms. Graham, Mr. Barbosa, and 

Mrs. Gensel, 

On behalf of Franklin Middle School, I would like to say THANK YOU for 

inviting our students to your school on May 24th, 2017. My students 

enjoyed performing for everyone, as well as meeting your students. It 

was a great experience for all. We truly appreciate your hospitality! I 

commend your students for demonstrating tremendous respect as 

audience members. Thank you for providing a bus, as well as lunch for 

our students. The meet and greet afterwards was truly special! To see 

students from two different middle schools positively interact and share 

their experiences with one another is an amazing sight. I hope this is a 

beginning of a wonderful partnership! Once again, THANK YOU! =) 

 

 

 


